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On Halmahera, the Campephagidae is represented by five species: Moluccan
Cuckooshrike Coracina atrieeps, White-bellied Cuckooshrike C. papuensis, Halmahera
Cuckooshrike C. parvnla (endemic to the island), Common Cicadabird C. tenuirostris and
Rufous-bellied Triller Lalage anurea (endemic to North Maluku) (Coates & Bishop 1997,
White & Bruce 1986). Here, we report two observations by HB in the Lolobata section
of Aketajawe Lolobata National Park, eastern Halmahera, of Stout-billed Cuckooshrike
Coracina eacruleogrisea, which was previously known only from mainland New Guinea,
Yapen and the Aru Islands (Beehler ¢t al. 1986, Coates 2001, BirdLife International 2012).

The first bird was seen at Ngura-Gogaili, Bololo (01°26’'N, 128°28'E), at 890 m in primary
forest on limestone, on 18 April 2012. It was identified as a male Stout-billed Cuckooshrike
by its typical Coracina jizz, large body, heavy bill, rather long tail and generally grey body
with black primaries; furthermore, it had black eyes, grey legs, black lores and mask (Fig. 1).
It was quiet and appeared to be hunting insects in the trees, ¢.5 m above the ground,
associating with a female Standardwing Semtioptera wallacii and Dusky-brown Oriole Oriolus
pliaeochironius.

The second record was at km 32, Miaf (01°13’N, 128°34’E), at 550 m in primary forest,
on 11 May 2012. This bird was identified as a temale on account of its large size, almost
twice that of a nearby male Common Cicadabird, and lack of black mask and lores; the grey
forehead and ocular area appeared to have a rufous hue (Figs. 2-3). Although it was close to
a footpath used bv dozens of people daily, the bird perched quietly on a small branch ¢.10
m above the ground, and appeared to be undisturbed by the observer’s presence.

Discussion

Stout-billed Cuckooshrike comprises three subspecies, differing mostly in size and
overall colour: C. e. strerua in west and central New Guinea (east to the Wahgi Valley), and
on Yapen Island, which is darkest and intermediate in size; C. ¢. eaeruleogrisea in south-
central New Guinea and the Aru Islands, which is the smallest and palest form; and C. c.
adamsoni in eastern New Guinea, which is the largest taxon, with paler plumage, darker
ochre underwing-coverts and axillaries, and on average longer wings and larger bill than
strenua, but is darker and larger than nominate, with deeper ochre underwings (Mayr &
Rand 1936, Taylor 2005). It is unclear if the birds photographed on Halmahera belong to
one of these subspecies or to an undescribed taxon. As biometric and plumage differences
between existing races are rather subtle (H. van Grouw in litt. 2014), and light conditions
undoubtedly influenced the colours in the photographs, no conclusion is possible. The
pale patch visible on the female’s wing-coverts (Fig. 3) does not occur in any of the female
specimens examined at the Natural History Museum, Tring (H. van Grouw in litt. 2014),
but as the bird was photographed while apparently preening (indicated by the lowered
wings and bulging rump), the feathers may have been ruffled. Compared to birds from
the Papuan mainland, depicted in various handbooks (Coates 1996, 2001), the Halmahera
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Figure 1. Male Stout-billed Cuckooshrike Coracina cacruleogrisea, Ngura-Gogaili, Bololo, Aketajawe Lolobata
National Park, Halmahera, Indonesia, April 2012 (Hanom Bashari)

Figures 2-3. Female Stout-billed Cuckooshrike Coracina caeruleogrisea, km 32, Miaf, Aketajawe Lolobata
National Park, Halmahera, Indonesia, 11 May 2012 (Hanom Bashari)

birds appear to possess a rather long but large, rather than stout bill. However, without
measurements and more material for comparison, conclusions are impossible.

The co-occurrence on Halmahera of five different species of Coracina, with a sixth closely
related species, Rufous-bellied Triller (cf. Jonsson et al. 2010), accords with the hypothesis
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that Papua represents the cradle of evolutionary radiation for the genus (Taylor 2005). The
discovery of Stout-billed Cuckooshrike highlights Halmahera’s Australasian avifaunal
component, which is more marked than elsewhere in Wallacea (White & Bruce 1986).

In New Guinea, Stout-billed Cuckooshrike inhabits forest, edges, tall second growth
and disturbed habitats from sea level to 2,450 m, mainly at 600-700 m, and is generally
uncommon, albeit locally fairly common (Coates 2001, Taylor 2005). The Halmahera birds
apparently are also rather narrowly distributed altitudinally, analogous to the closely related
Buru Cuckooshrike C. fortis (Voous & van Marle 1949), which is also local and rare (Coates
& Bishop 1997). The apparently restricted range, quiet and inconspicuous behaviour, typical
of the species elsewhere (Coates 2001), presumably explains its remarkably late discovery
on Halmahera, while demonstrating that the island’s forests still harbour avian surprises.
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